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INTRODUCTION

This paper was originally intended as a brief study of Soviet
careers: the factors which make them possible and the methods by
which they are achieved. It was hoped that such a study, even if
very superficial, would provide at least the author with a smoewhat
better insight into the essence, the special "flavor", of .Soviet life
and the Soviet system. The topic zlso recommended itself as one which
would be logical for the unique conditions prevailing at Detachment R,-
where it is possible to draw on the recent experience and up-to-date
information, much of it unpublished thus far, of a group of relatively .
well informed former Soviet citizens from various fields of Soviet life
and society. In addition, the subject promised to be an interesting one
and to increase the author's very meager fund of Soviet biographical in-
formation.

The foregoing plan was only partly fulfilled. The Detachment R
instructors were gencrous with both their time and information. Un-
fortunétely, because of the limited time available, instead of com-
piling a sizeable number of Soviet careers, with adequate and verified
information on the highlights and importance of each, it was possible
only to summarize, and sometimes with aonly very vague generalities, a
very few careers or incidents in careers.

Under these circumstances it has not been possible to draw any
really final conclusions, However, some few tentative and general
comments on various additional aspects of Soviet careerism have been
included at the end of the paper, Perhaps in the future the writer

may have time for a more ssrious wark.oa this tapic.



It goes without saying that no one single factor or method can
alone account for any single success or failure in a Soviet career
and there is, of course, an inevitable overlapping among the factors
and methods themselves. However, the careers outlined below have been
divided into very gencral categories,

The paper has becn classified due to the nature of a few of the

items included herein.
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Unfortunately, time is lacking.

Conclusion

briefly to the-differepmse between the factaors-and methods oute—
lined 2bove ami thoee which make for careers im America. Much

has been written, some of it quite good and much more of it very
bad and misleading, econcerging the sordid ipgredients which same-
times go into a success (spelled with dollar signs) in New York,
Hollywood, or Main Street, - Asd actually, books such as Marquand's
Point of No Returpperform a valuable serviee by portraying,.more
or less objectively, this.uppleasant side of life in America. But
for those who have even a partial gaderstanding of the eperatien of
~the Soviet 8 ystem, the widely advertised and loudly lamented shallow
materialism and grubby values of the West ave very secondary short-
comings indeed,

It is particularly important that a great deal more light be
shed on the average Soviet success story, A really serioussthorough
end objective irwestigation and weport om this subject might be
very useful, even bhough restricted to defector and emigre sources.
It could bring the two systems (West agd Sovi:t) into better per—
spective, amd might also comtritutc towsrd changing the views of
many neutralist and "third feree" elements ip West Burope, India,
etc., who see the current struggle as one of American political

democracy versus Soviet eeconomie demoerasy, or American materialism
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versus Soviet materialism, It could also provide a clearer
understanding of the basic operations of Scviet society, and how
its weaknesses and vulnerable points could best be exploited.

It should result in greater appreciation of the pressures which
are brought to bear on the Soviet citizen and help to shape, or
deform, his character 2nd personality. Iastly, it waild bring
greater awer;eness and clearer perception in the Free World of

the very rezl threat to what we loosely call Western Civilization
which is inherent in the Soviet system and which requires that

that system be cpposed with all possible speed znd force,

THE END
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